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try their skill was so heavy that it had to be
carried by several stont yeomen of the King's
Household. None but a young Brahmin could
shoot the arrow through a revolving ring into
the target set up on high. The high-born
damsel, with a deep blush, slipped the
fragrant wreath over the victor's neck, thus
indicating her royal pleasure to marry him.
The rejected suitors all belonged to the
Kshatriya or military caste. Their merry
laughter suddenly died away, and their
quivering lips showed clearly the general re-
sentment that was felt because a priest had
been preferred to a noble. Prince Arjun then
threw off the Brahmin's surplice, and made
himself known as a true-born Kshatriya.

We have spun out the tale in order to lay
stress on the animosity which existed between
the Indian clergy and nobility at the time of
the Bharata "War. The Aryan in the Punjab
had been ploughman, soldier, and family priest,
all in one person, but when his descendants
settled in the valley of the Ganges, sacrificial
ritual, warfare, and agriculture developed so
rapidly that a division of labour became
necessary. Social sets arose which were
exclusively engaged in clerical or military
work, or in farming. When the crops were